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Ishmael Reed’s parody of slave narratives—the classical literature of the
African American tradition—which redefined the neo-slave genre and
launched a lucrative academic industry Some parodies are as necessary
as the books they answer. Such is the case with Flight to Canada,
Ishmael Reed’s scathing, offbeat response to conventional anti-slavery
novels such as Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Though Flight to Canada has been
classified by some as a “post race” novel, the villains and the heroes are
clear. Three slaves are on the run from the Swille plantation. Among
them, the most hotly pursued is Raven Quickskill, a poet who seeks
freedom in Canada, and ultimately hopes to return and liberate others.
But this particular Civil War–era landscape is littered with modern
elements, from Xerox copiers to airplanes, and freely reimagines historic
figures as sacred as Abraham Lincoln. A comedy flashing with insight,

Flight to Canada poses serious questions about history and the complex
ways that race relations in America are shaped by the past. This ebook
features an illustrated biography of Ishmael Reed including rare images
of the author. Reverend John Rankin is credited with providing safety
through the Underground Railroad to more than 2,000 people as they
tried to escape slavery. Not as well-known as Harriet Tubman's story to
most readers, Beacon to Freedom recounts in an illlustrated, nonfiction
narrative how Rankin guided runaways across the wide Ohio River with a
light in his window, giving them hope in a time of great fear and danger.
More than twenty years ago, Robert Croshon, an elderly friend of Frye
Gaillard's, told him the story of Croshon's ancestor, Gilbert Fields, an
African-born slave in Georgia who led his family on a daring flight to
freedom. Fields and his family ran away intending to travel north, but
clouds obscured the stars and when morning came Fields discovered
they had been running south instead. They had no choice but to seek
sanctuary with the Seminole Indians of Florida and later a community of
free blacks in Mobile. With Croshon's blessing, Gaillard has expanded
this oral history into a novel for young readers, weaving the story of
Gilbert Fields through the nearly forgotten history of the Seminoles and
their alliance with runaway slaves. As Gaillard's narrative makes clear,
the Seminole Wars of the 1830s, in which Indians fought side by side
with former slaves, represents the largest slave uprising in American
history. Gaillard also puts a human face on the story of free blacks before
the Civil War and the lives they painfully built for themselves in Mobile.
Hauntingly illustrated by artist Anne Kent Rush, Go South to Freedom is
a gripping story for readers of any age. An Inspiring True Story about
One Family's Escape from Behind the Berlin Wall! Peter was born on the



east side of Germany, the side that wasn't free. He watches news
programs rather than cartoons, and wears scratchy uniforms instead of
blue jeans. His family endures long lines and early curfews. But Peter
knows it won't always be this way. Peter and his family have a secret.
Late at night in their attic, they are piecing together a hot air
balloon—and a plan. Can Peter and his family fly their way to freedom?
This is the true story of a boy and his family who risk their lives for the
hope of freedom in a daring escape from East Germany via a handmade
hot air balloon in 1979. • A perfect picture book for educators teaching
about the Cold War, the Iron Curtain, and East Germany • Flight for
Freedom is a showcase for lessons of bravery, heroism, family, and
perseverance, as well as stunning history • Includes detailed maps of the
Wetzel family's escape route and diagrams of their hot air balloon For
fans of historical nonfiction picture books like Let the Children March,
The Wall, Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain, and Armstrong: The
Adventurous Journey of a Mouse to the Moon. • True life escape stories •
For readers age 5–9 • For teachers, librarians, and historians Kristen
Fulton is a children's book author. She can always be found with a
notebook in hand as she ventures through historical sites and museums.
Most of the time she lives in Florida—but she can also be found traveling
the country by RV. Torben Kuhlmann is an award-winning children's
book author and illustrator. Starting in kindergarten he became known
as "the draftsman." Flying machines and rich historical detail often adorn
his work. He lives in Hamburg, Germany. When a spontaneous time leap
sends Nickolas Flux back to the height of the Underground Railroad,
what's a teenage history buff to do? Try to help a runaway slave escape,
of course! From slave catchers to safe houses, Nick must survive a
journey on the secret network that helped runaway slaves gain their
freedom. For readers of The Underground Railroad, The Known World,
Bound for Canaan and The Book of Negroes comes the harrowing story
of fifteen-year-old escaped slave Cecelia Reynolds, who slips away to
freedom in Canada only to return to her childhood home as a free woman
many years later. “Karolyn Smardz Frost deftly situates Cecelia in
history. Her evocative descriptions of landscapes and cityscapes capture

the various times and places of Cecelia’s story.” —Winnipeg Free Press
In this compelling work of narrative non-fiction, Governor General’s
Award winner Karolyn Smardz Frost captures Cecelia’s epic story of
courage. She was a teenager when she made her dangerous bid for
freedom. Escape meant that she would never see her mother or brother
again. She would be cut off from Fanny, the young mistress with whom
she grew up, but who also owned her. This was a time when people could
be property, and when a beloved father could be separated from his wife
and children, to be auctioned off to the highest bidder. Cecelia found a
new life in Toronto’s vibrant African-American expatriate community.
There she fell in love with her dashing rescuer, and initiated a
correspondence with her former owner that would endure for more than
two decades. Widowed, she braved the Fugitive Slave Law to cross back
into the United States. When she eventually returned to the Kentucky
she had known as a child, she found her home much changed in the wake
of war. Reunited with her mother, Cecelia also renewed her complicated
relationship with her former mistress. After years apart, the two lived
within a few blocks of each other until Fanny’s death. Smardz Frost’s
impeccable research and vivid description takes the reader through the
Civil War, the shameful backdrop of slavery and the very real and
stirring tale of one woman’s struggle for freedom—and her return to her
former home on her own terms, despite the risk involved. Yara Garcia 's
family has lived in Havana, Cuba, for several generations, but when
Communist ruler Fidel Castro clamps down on personal freedoms, the
Garcias are forced to flee the island. In Miami, where they settle with
other exiles, 13-year-old Yara struggles to learn a new language, make
new friends, and adapt to a strange land with foreign customs. So do her
parents, sisters, and grandparents, who adjust to new lives with varying
success. As tension develops in the family, Yara realizes how different
she is from her classmates, most of whom are allowed more privileges
than she is. Set in the turbulent years of 1967 and 1968, this poignant
book about immigration and separation provides a mesmerizing account
of a young woman's resiliency in the face of change and a family's efforts
to make a new life far from home. Susan was born to a mother cold and



pretentious, and a father distant and, as she recalls, "most likely
borderline autistic." Not the best nurturing environment for a gifted
child, so she rebelled: flunking out of school; befriending those her
mother would have considered "undesirables;" basically, living a life
completely at odds to the one that would have ordinarily been
"expected."But it was those early experiences that showed Susan how
difficult life was for so many; it instilled in her a passionate zeal to help
"the marginalized, the forgotten and the disenfranchised." And this
interest in social justice has been "present" throughout her entire adult
life.It is no wonder Susan as the choreographer, the painter, the writer,
the dancer, has consistently used all her art forms as instruments to
promote human rights and the concept of equality.Nowhere has that
combination of creativity and activism been more compelling, and more
successful, than with her teaching modern dance for the past 20 years to
men imprisoned within the NYS correctional system. Her dance
company, named "Figures In Flight," has garnered much critical and
professional acclaim. A documentary about her work, entitled "The Game
Changer," won Best Documentary Short at both the Harlem and Cannes
film festivals. But the ultimate award for Susan's lifetime work must be
how those men felt, aloft and moving, dancing to Sam Cooke's "A Change
Is Gonna Come." We can only "Imagine." But Susan knows. By one
reading, things look pretty good for Americans today: the country is
richer than ever before and the unemployment rate is down by half since
the Great Recession—lower today, in fact, than for most of the postwar
era. But a closer look shows that something is going seriously wrong.
This is the collapse of work—most especially among America’s men.
Nicholas Eberstadt, a political economist who holds the Henry Wendt
Chair in Political Economy at the American Enterprise Institute, shows
that while “unemployment” has gone down, America’s work rate is also
lower today than a generation ago—and that the work rate for US men
has been spiraling downward for half a century. Astonishingly, the work
rate for American males aged twenty-five to fifty-four—or “men of prime
working age”—was actually slightly lower in 2015 than it had been in
1940: before the War, and at the tail end of the Great Depression. Today,

nearly one in six prime working age men has no paid work at all—and
nearly one in eight is out of the labor force entirely, neither working nor
even looking for work. This new normal of “men without work,” argues
Eberstadt, is “America’s invisible crisis.” So who are these men? How did
they get there? What are they doing with their time? And what are the
implications of this exit from work for American society? Nicholas
Eberstadt lays out the issue and Jared Bernstein from the left and Henry
Olsen from the right offer their responses to this national crisis. For
more information, please visit http://menwithoutwork.com. A brilliant
and surprising account of the coming of the American Civil War, showing
the crucial role of slaves who escaped to Mexico. The Underground
Railroad to the North promised salvation to many American slaves before
the Civil War. But thousands of people in the south-central United States
escaped slavery not by heading north but by crossing the southern
border into Mexico, where slavery was abolished in 1837. In South to
Freedom, historianAlice L. Baumgartner tells the story of why Mexico
abolished slavery and how its increasingly radical antislavery policies
fueled the sectional crisis in the United States. Southerners hoped that
annexing Texas and invading Mexico in the 1840s would stop runaways
and secure slavery's future. Instead, the seizure of Alta California and
Nuevo México upset the delicate political balance between free and slave
states. This is a revelatory and essential new perspective on antebellum
America and the causes of the Civil War. The remarkable true story of
the miraculous journey that made the Dalai Lama into the man he is
today and sparked the fight for Tibetan freedom “A hair-raising tale of
daring and escape.”—The Washington Post In the early weeks of 1959, a
bloody uprising gripped the streets of the Tibetan capital of Lhasa as
ragtag Tibetan rebels faced off against their Communist Chinese
occupiers. Realizing that the impending battle would result in a
bloodbath and his own capture, the young Dalai Lama began planning an
audacious escape to India, a two-week journey that would involve
numerous near-death encounters, a dangerous mountain crossing, and
evading thousands of Chinese soldiers who were intent on hunting him
down. The journey would transform this naïve young man into one of the



world’s greatest statesmen . . . and create an enduring beacon of hope
for a nation. Emotionally powerful and irresistibly page-turning, Escape
from the Land of Snows is simultaneously a portrait of the inhabitants of
a spiritual nation forced to take up arms in defense of their ideals, and
the saga of a burgeoning leader who was ultimately transformed into the
towering figure the world knows today—a charismatic champion of free
thinking and universal compassion. Twelve-year-old Adel and his cousin
Shafi try to lead a normal childhood in war-torn Afghanistan. But when
Adel's father dies, everything changes. His uncle, a religious
fundamentalist, sends Adel to study at a madrasa run by militants, where
he is trained as an insurgent and chosen to carry out a suicide bombing.
When his moment of martyrdom arrives, Adel's detonator fails, and he is
forced to flee the country or risk being killed by the Afghan police or the
Taliban themselves. Together, Adel and Shafi set out to seek refuge in
England, where Shafi's brother now lives and where a new life awaits.
With that hope, the two boys begin the perilous journey of 6,000 miles to
freedom, crossing mountains on foot and squeezing into crowded trucks
with other refugees. The two become separated only to find each other
again in the Calais Jungle encampment, their last, hellish stop. Based on
numerous testimonies, this poignant, timely, and well-documented story
brings to life the traumatic experiences faced by children fleeing war and
poverty, as well as the isolation they often feel as refugees in the West. A
story of the Underground Railroad told through the lives of courageous
men and women who took part in the movement. Ellen and William Craft
were two of the few slaves to ever escape from the Deep South. Their
first escape took them to Philadelphia, then on to Boston pursued by
slave hunters, and finally 5000 miles across the ocean to England, where
they were able to settle peacefully. From a riverboat worker who dressed
as a woman to the abolitionist who died for his beliefs, It Happened on
the Underground Railroad offers a gripping look at heroic individuals
who became a part of the famous “road” to freedom. Read about Peter
Still, a former slave who came to the Philadelphia Antislavery Society in
search of his family, only to discover that the man sitting in front of him
was his brother. Meet the individuals who may have inspired characters

in the novels Uncle Tom's Cabin and Beloved. And experience the heart-
pounding fear of a man who mailed himself north. When Kent Wong was
a young boy, his father, a patriotic Chinese official in the customs office
in Hong Kong, joined an insurrection at work and returned with the
family to the newly established People’s Republic of China. Hailed as
heroes, they settled in the southern city of Canton. But Mao’s China was
dangerous and unstable, with landlords executed en-masse and millions
dying of starvation during the Great Leap Forward. The page-turning,
heart-wrenching true story of one young woman willing to risk her safety
and even her life for a chance at freedom in the largest slave escape
attempt in American history. In 1848, thirteen-year-old Emily Edmonson,
five of her siblings, and seventy other enslaved people boarded the Pearl
under cover of night in Washington, D.C., hoping to sail north to
freedom. Within a day, the schooner was captured, and the Edmonsons
were sent to New Orleans to be sold into even crueler conditions.
Passenger on the Pearl is the story of this thwarted escape, of the
ramifications of its attempt, and of a family for whom freedom was the
ultimate goal. Through an engaging narrative, informative sidebars, and
more than fifty period photographs and illustrations, Winifred Conkling
takes readers on Emily Edmonson’s journey from enslaved person to
teacher at a school for African American young women. Conkling
illuminates a turbulent time in American history, showing the daily lives
of enslaved people, the often-changing laws affecting them, the high cost
of a failed escape, and the stories of slave traders and abolitionists.
Famed Czech Avant-garde photographer Jan Lukas snapped an offhand
portrait of twelve-year-old Vendulka Vogl in March 1943. A friend of the
Vogls, Lukas was saying goodbye to the family, who were soon to leave
Prague for a concentration camp. The photograph almost didn’t see the
light of day—Lukas knew that if the Nazis found it on him, he could wind
up in the camps as well—but the image was eventually developed and
came to symbolize the Holocaust and humanize its victims. Seventy years
after this famous picture was taken, investigative journalist Ondřej
Kundra discovered that, despite all odds, Vendulka Vogl had survived the
camps of Terezín, Auschwitz, and Christianstadt, and was in fact still



alive and living in the United States. Kundra persuaded her to tell the
remarkable story surrounding the photograph: her survival, her later
decision to flee the Communist regime for America, and how she later
reconnected with Jan Lukas, maintaining a lifelong friendship. Vogl’s
thrillingly moving story, Kundra’s sharp and engaging writing, and
Lukas’s striking photography all combine to make Vendulka an inspiring
investigation into the horrors of totalitarianism and the redemptive
beauty of friendship. An extraordinary story of one of the most audacious
and greatest escapes in history. Eunsun Kim was born in North Korea,
one of the most secretive and oppressive countries in the modern world.
As a child Eunsun loved her country...despite her school field trips to
public executions, daily self-criticism sessions, and the increasing gnaw
of hunger as the country-wide famine escalated. By the time she was
eleven years old, Eunsun's father and grandparents had died of
starvation, and Eunsun was in danger of the same. Finally, her mother
decided to escape North Korea with Eunsun and her sister, not knowing
that they were embarking on a journey that would take them nine long
years to complete. Before finally reaching South Korea and freedom,
Eunsun and her family would live homeless, fall into the hands of
Chinese human traffickers, survive a North Korean labor camp, and cross
the deserts of Mongolia on foot. Now, Eunsun is sharing her remarkable
story to give voice to the tens of millions of North Koreans still suffering
in silence. Told with grace and courage, her memoir is a riveting exposé
of North Korea's totalitarian regime and, ultimately, a testament to the
strength and resilience of the human spirit. Flight to Freedom by Ellen
Oppenheimer Flight to Freedom is the story of author Ellen
Oppenheimer’s family’s escape from the Nazis starting in Germany,
1933. They settled in Paris. When war was declared they left Paris and
followed the same route that was shown in the film Casablanca. They
traveled from Paris to Marseille to Oran to Casablanca, then to the
United States on a slow Portuguese boat landing in Staten Island in
1942. Famed Czech Avant-garde photographer Jan Lukas snapped an
offhand portrait of twelve-year-old Vendulka Vogl in March 1943. A
friend of the Vogls, Lukas was saying goodbye to the family, who were

soon to leave Prague for a concentration camp. The photograph almost
didn’t see the light of day—Lukas knew that if the Nazis found it on him,
he could wind up in the camps as well—but the image was eventually
developed and came to symbolize the Holocaust and humanize its
victims. Seventy years after this famous picture was taken, investigative
journalist Ondřej Kundra discovered that, despite all odds, Vendulka Vogl
had survived the camps of Terezín, Auschwitz, and Christianstadt, and
was in fact still alive and living in the United States. Kundra persuaded
her to tell the remarkable story surrounding the photograph: her
survival, her later decision to flee the Communist regime for America,
and how she later reconnected with Jan Lukas, maintaining a lifelong
friendship. Vogl’s thrillingly moving story, Kundra’s sharp and engaging
writing, and Lukas’s striking photography all combine to make Vendulka
an inspiring investigation into the horrors of totalitarianism and the
redemptive beauty of friendship. This is the story of my survival,
adventures, experiences, and insights about geopolitics and changing
worldviews from before World War II Lithuania to Soviet occupation and
my escape and evasion through wartime Germany till the end of WWII. It
also talks about my life as a refugee in displaced-persons camp for four
years and my immigration to the United States of America in 1949. Five
years later, having graduated from the Citadel Military College, I was
commissioned as a second lieutenant in the US Air Force and
participated in the Cold War as a combat crew member of Strategic Air
Command's Bombers B-52 and B-58. Then I had a stint with research and
development of F-111 weapons systems at Wright Air Development
Center and about a year in Southeast Asian war (Vietnam) with an F-111
fighter-bomber detachment. Then I went back to Europe on an US AF
project. Finally, after twenty-two years, I retired from the Air Force to
Southern California and worked in the aerospace industry and had new
experiences and insights about men's venture into the cosmos. However,
after the dissolution of Soviet Union, the old country of Lithuania became
free, and I went there to help rebuild the country and pay my debt to it
by consulting the general staff and teaching at the military academy
there. There are more insights and adventures. Finally, I retire to cool



my heels in the warm waters of the Pacific Rim in Southern California's
Rancho Palos Verdes as a freelance writer. This book shows that in the
Ancient Near East the idea of freedom is older than in Greece. Snell
studies archival texts on runaways, edicts, legal collections, treaties, and
literature, as well as Biblical practice. The book that inspired the major
new motion picture Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom. Nelson Mandela is
one of the great moral and political leaders of our time: an international
hero whose lifelong dedication to the fight against racial oppression in
South Africa won him the Nobel Peace Prize and the presidency of his
country. Since his triumphant release in 1990 from more than a quarter-
century of imprisonment, Mandela has been at the center of the most
compelling and inspiring political drama in the world. As president of the
African National Congress and head of South Africa's antiapartheid
movement, he was instrumental in moving the nation toward multiracial
government and majority rule. He is revered everywhere as a vital force
in the fight for human rights and racial equality. LONG WALK TO
FREEDOM is his moving and exhilarating autobiography, destined to
take its place among the finest memoirs of history's greatest figures.
Here for the first time, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela tells the extraordinary
story of his life--an epic of struggle, setback, renewed hope, and ultimate
triumph. 'Freedom Flight' chronicles the round-the-world microlight
expedition that killed two pilots. The story was sensational and hit the
news with mishaps and 'tragedies', but the record-breaking flight was an
incredible way to travel the world. First Person Fiction is dedicated to
the immigrant experience in modern America. "Flight to Freedom" is
closely based on Suarez's own story of leaving Cuba during the Freedom
Flights of the 1960s. Yara Garcia and her family live a middle-class life in
Havana, Cuba. But in 1967, as Communist ruler Fidel Castro tightens his
hold on Cuba, the Garcias, who do not share the political beliefs of the
Communist Party, are forced to flee to Miami, Florida. There, Yara
encounters a strange land with foreign customs. She knows very little
English, and she finds that the other students in her new school have
much more freedom than she and her sisters. Tension develops between
her parents, as Mami grows more independent and Papi joins a militant

anti-Castro organization. A story of the Underground Railroad told
through the lives of courageous men and women who took part in the
movement. New York Times Bestseller"Engaging." --Publishers Weekly,
starred review Master storyteller Walter Mosley deftly mixes speculative
and historical fiction in this daring New York Times bestselling novel,
reminiscent of Colson Whitehead's The Underground Railroad. 47 is a
young slave boy living under the watchful eye of a brutal slave master.
His life seems doomed until he meets a mysterious runaway slave, Tall
John. 47 finds himself swept up in a struggle for his own liberation.
Montana Ines Parsons-Jeffers has just killed her husband, Harland
Jeffers--a town hero. After the deed is done, she calmly dials the police.
When the officers arrive amidst the flashes of news cameras, she goes
quietly. And so begins the rest of what's left of Montana's life--not that
she ever really had one. She's headed for prison; there's no escaping it. It
was the inevitable destination in her own escape to freedom. But there is
still hope, for one man may be able to help before her flight is over. An
autobiographical tale of forgiveness' jealousy' hatred' and doubt involved
in the break - up of a marriage. This book is about the struggles of
enslaved Africans in the Americas who achieved freedom through flight
and the establishment of Maroon communities in the face of
overwhelming military odds on the part of the slaveholders. What is the
opposite of freedom? In Freedom as Marronage, Neil Roberts answers
this question with definitive force: slavery, and from there he unveils
powerful new insights on the human condition as it has been understood
between these poles. Crucial to his investigation is the concept of
marronage—a form of slave escape that was an important aspect of
Caribbean and Latin American slave systems. Examining this overlooked
phenomenon—one of action from slavery and toward freedom—he
deepens our understanding of freedom itself and the origin of our
political ideals. Roberts examines the liminal and transitional space of
slave escape in order to develop a theory of freedom as marronage,
which contends that freedom is fundamentally located within this
space—that it is a form of perpetual flight. He engages a stunning variety
of writers, including Hannah Arendt, W. E. B. Du Bois, Angela Davis,



Frederick Douglass, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and the Rastafari, among
others, to develop a compelling lens through which to interpret the
quandaries of slavery, freedom, and politics that still confront us today.
The result is a sophisticated, interdisciplinary work that unsettles the
ways we think about freedom by always casting it in the light of its
critical opposite. An Inspiring True Story about One Family's Escape
from Behind the Berlin Wall! Peter was born on the east side of
Germany, the side that wasn't free. He watches news programs rather
than cartoons, and wears scratchy uniforms instead of blue jeans. His
family endures long lines and early curfews. But Peter knows it won't
always be this way. Peter and his family have a secret. Late at night in
their attic, they are piecing together a hot air balloon—and a plan. Can
Peter and his family fly their way to freedom? This is the true story of a
boy and his family who risk their lives for the hope of freedom in a daring
escape from East Germany via a handmade hot air balloon in 1979. • A
perfect picture book for educators teaching about the Cold War, the Iron
Curtain, and East Germany • Flight for Freedom is a showcase for
lessons of bravery, heroism, family, and perseverance, as well as
stunning history • Includes detailed maps of the Wetzel family's escape
route and diagrams of their hot air balloon For fans of historical
nonfiction picture books like Let the Children March, The Wall, Growing
Up Behind the Iron Curtain, and Armstrong: The Adventurous Journey of
a Mouse to the Moon. • True life escape stories • For readers age 5–9 •
For teachers, librarians, and historians Kristen Fulton is a children's
book author. She can always be found with a notebook in hand as she
ventures through historical sites and museums. Most of the time she
lives in Florida—but she can also be found traveling the country by RV.
Torben Kuhlmann is an award-winning children's book author and
illustrator. Starting in kindergarten he became known as "the
draftsman." Flying machines and rich historical detail often adorn his
work. He lives in Hamburg, Germany. The story of the longest and most
complex legal challenge to slavery in American history For over seventy
years and five generations, the enslaved families of Prince George’s
County, Maryland, filed hundreds of suits for their freedom against a

powerful circle of slaveholders, taking their cause all the way to the
Supreme Court. Between 1787 and 1861, these lawsuits challenged the
legitimacy of slavery in American law and put slavery on trial in the
nation’s capital. Piecing together evidence once dismissed in court and
buried in the archives, William Thomas tells an intricate and intensely
human story of the enslaved families (the Butlers, Queens, Mahoneys,
and others), their lawyers (among them a young Francis Scott Key), and
the slaveholders who fought to defend slavery, beginning with the Jesuit
priests who held some of the largest plantations in the nation and
founded a college at Georgetown. A Question of Freedom asks us to
reckon with the moral problem of slavery and its legacies in the present
day.
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